
August 19, 2021 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were 

present.   Pat Pfund representing the Norman County Index was also in attendance.     

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.   A/T Hanson noted that she had 

no additions or deletions.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.   

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if commissioners had read the minutes that were submitted electronically.  

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 15th meeting.  Commissioner Redland 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall then made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 3rd meeting.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson brought forward the Affidavit of Lost Warrant received from John Lahoud.  Commissioner 

Redland made a motion to approve the Affidavit for Duplicate of Lost Warrant, waive the bond and reissue 

warrant 509492, dated November 12, 2020, in the amount of $47.50.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson then asked commissioners if they had reviewed the bills that were submitted electronically.  

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the bills as presented.   

Revenue - $35,205.84  Road & Bridge - $382,013.10  Building - $460.50 

Social Services - $47.50  Forfeited Property - $607.80  Public Health - $5,603.90 

Airport Authority - $500.00 TOTAL - $424,438.64  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

Chairman Jacobson brought discussion forward regarding the bat issue and the Bat Pros contract, noting that it 

appears the bats have vacated the building and we have paid for that portion of the contract.  He also noted that 

Bat Pros is waiting for the temperatures to cool off before coming into the attic to do the cleaning.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach inquired as to where we are at with the structural deficiencies that were brought to light by the 

photos taken by Bat Pros.  Commissioner Hall noted she had not received photos yet.  After further discussion, A/T 

Hanson noted that she would send photos to the Building Committee. 

At 9:15 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, addressed the board regarding the school contract for the Mahnomen 

School District.  Director Kjono noted that it would remain the same as last year, for 225 hours at a cost of 

$11,250.00, which is $50 per hour.  She noted that in 2020, with COVID, they had spent more than 225 hours for 

the Mahnomen District but had other ways to cover those hours.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 

approve the Mahnomen School District contract for the 2021/2022 school year at $11,250.00 for 225 hours.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Director Kjono then addressed the COVID-19 update, stating that Norman County has had 20 cases thus far in 

August, with six cases active at this time.  She noted that Fargo and Grand Forks hospitals are talking about ICU 

bed availability.  Director Kjono noted that 60.6% of eligible individuals are vaccinated, those being 12 and older.  

Director Kjono noted that they are continuing to hold vaccination clinics in an effort to increase the number of 

those vaccinated in the county.  Director Kjono also noted that there is currently a push for school testing.   

At 9:35 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board and introduced Brady Janzen of Riverview, Eric Kessler of 

REV Renewable Natural Gas, and Pete Wright of Cornell University who addressed the board regarding a possible 

renewable energy project at the Waukon Dairy.  This project would utilize anaerobic digestion of the manure 

created at the dairy to break down the manure into biogas.  This would then be processed into renewable natural 

gas which meets the same pipeline specifications of fossil based natural gas which could then be transported to a 

facility that could inject the RNG into the interstate natural gas pipeline, to eventually fuel compressed natural gas 

vehicles.   

The next item of discussion for Mr. Johanson was the Comprehensive Use Plan and whether or not the county 

wishes to move ahead on updating the original Comprehensive Use Plan that was done in 1969.  Commissioner 

Hall made a motion that the county board authorize pursuing grant funding to update the Comprehensive Use 

Plan.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson called for a short break before the Ditch Hearings scheduled to begin at 10:00 a.m. 

At 10:05 a.m. Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to approve opening the County Ditch #8 Public Hearing.  

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Engineer Berndt addressed the board with his 

findings and recommendations on the petition submitted by Benjamin Kettner and Carol Liebl.  There were no 

members of the public present to speak at the hearing.  At 10:15 Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to close 

the County Ditch #8 Public Hearing.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   



Commissioner Redland made a motion to allow the petitioners to proceed with the proposed tiling project 

outletting into Ditch #8 upon payment of outlet fees, publications, and administrative costs incurred by 

Auditor/Treasurer and billed to petitioner.   

At 10:20 a.m. Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve opening the Public Hearing for County Ditch 

#17.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Chuck Borgen and Larry Houge were 

present for the hearing.  Engineer Berndt gave his report and recommendations regarding the County Ditch #17 

petition request submitted by Heartland Trust Company as trustee for the Marlene Tommerdahl QTIP Trust 

requesting permission to install a culvert through a Hegne Township road to drain approximately 100 acres in the 

NE1/4 Section 35, Hegne Twp to drain into County Ditch #17.  Chuck Borgen, as the renter of said property, spoke 

regarding the drainage issue, and his hope to be able to place a culvert through the township road to be able to 

drain the field.  Larry Houge, local landowner who is in the benefitted area of County Ditch #17, spoke with regard 

to the sedimentation problem in County Ditch #17, an issue with property to the north of the proposed project 

area, noting this is a tiled project draining into County Ditch #17 that is not assessed into County Ditch #17, and 

also asking to know what size culvert would be installed through the township road to drain into County Ditch #17.  

Mr. Borgen stated that he felt an 18” culvert would be sufficient as that is the size culvert used further down the 

road.  At 10:50 a.m. seeing there was no further discussion on the petition, Commissioner Bommersbach made a 

motion to close the Public Hearing on County Ditch #17.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall then made a motion to allow the petitioner to install an 18” culvert through the Hegne 

Township road, with township permission, to allow for drainage of approximately 100 acres in the NE1/4 Section 

35, Hegne Twp, into County Ditch #17.  Petitioner will be responsible for all costs to install the culvert.  Petitioner 

may proceed with the project following payment of outlet fees, publications, and administrative costs incurred by 

Auditor/Treasurer and billed to petitioner.   Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Engineer Berndt then addressed the board with his proposed 2022 Highway Dept budget.  Chairman Jacobson 

asked Engineer Berndt to look for ways to reduce his budget as at this time the county would need to have a 10% 

levy increase to cover the proposed increase in the overall budget, and board members are not willing to approve 

that type of increase.  Engineer Berndt stated that he would work to trim some from the proposal.  Engineer 

Berndt also asked whether the board is going to set aside dollars for the proposed building project with this year’s 

budget.   

At 11:10 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board with regard to the Social Services Director 

position, explained options, and recommended the board advertise internally, with an interim appointment of 

internal option.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve to advertise internally for an interim 

director to be appointed at the September 7th board meeting, until January 3, 2022.  Additionally, to advertise 

externally for County Social Service Director or a shared position with another county.  Commissioner Hall 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Attorney Brue then presented his proposed budget for 2022, noting that support staff is currently shared with 

Public Health and it is his understanding that Public Health no longer wants to share this position.   Attorney Brue 

stated that he would make the employee a 30-hour position which allows benefits, but does reduce 5 hours per 

week from total budget.  Chairman Jacobson had some further discussion on the Enterprise Vehicle Leasing 

Agreement.   

At 11:35 a.m. John Rosenberger, County Veterans Service Officer, addressed the board regarding the yearly County 

Veterans Service Office Operational Enhancement Grant Program.  This provides a $7,500 Grant from the MN 

Dept. of Veterans Affairs (MDVA) which must be used to provide outreach to the county’s veterans.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR-08-19-2021-1, a Resolution for the County Veterans Service Office 

Operational Enhancement Grant Program.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote 

the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   

At 11:45 a.m. Jill Murray, Assessor, addressed the board with a proposal for Norman County to consider entering 

into an agreement with Eagleview Pictometry beginning with a Spring 2022, flight.  After considerable discussion, it 

was the consensus of the board to move ahead with Pictometry.  Assessor Murray will get a contract for Attorney 

Brue to review and bring a resolution to the September 7th board meeting.   

At 12 noon, Chairman Jacobson recessed the meeting to reconvene at 1:00 p.m. for budget meetings according to 

the schedule set forth by CFO, David Stene.   

At 1:00 p.m. Chairman Jacobson reconvened the meeting to begin discussing budgets.  Stacy Erickson, Recorder, 

presented her budget for 2022 with no major changes, actually comes in lower than 2021 due to staffing changes.   

The afternoon was spent meeting with individual Dept Heads according to the schedule provided by CFO Stene.  

Chairman Jacobson asked each department to try trimming down their budget to be able to lower the overall 

projected increase needed in the levy process.   

During the ESO portion of the budget talks, Garry Johanson provided the board with information regarding 

purchasing a new pickup for his use from the State Contract, or locally thru Kelly’s Chrysler, or leasing with 

Enterprise.  After comparing information, it was the consensus of the board that Mr. Johanson should just place an 

order through the State Contract and then once he receives the pickup, advertise his current vehicle for sale.   



During the Auditor/Treasurer portion of the budget meeting, A/T Hanson noted her budget was showing an 

increase due to the fact she was trying to staff her office to adequately fill the needs.  A/T Hanson noted she had 

projected for a Deputy at the top of the scale, a second deputy mid-range on the scale and a clerk position 

reflected in the budget.  She also noted that she and Mr. Cariveau had been interviewing and were hoping to make 

offers dependent on this meeting.  A/T Hanson also noted that CFO Stene and Mr. Cariveau had approached her 

on providing back-up for payroll purposes by using one of her clerks for an average of 8 hours per week.  CFO 

Stene noted that the individual who had been working with him had discontinued this several months earlier.  It 

was the consensus of the board to allow A/T Hanson to hire two clerks with the possibility to move one into a 

Deputy position in the future, with the arrangement that one individual would be a backup to CFO Stene for 

payroll at an average of 8 hours per week.   

Commissioner Bommersbach left the meeting at 4:10 p.m.  Further budget discussion ensued according to the 

schedule.  At 4:30 p.m. Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting.   

 

________________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


